Clan Cunningham Tour in May 2007 in Ireland

culminating with the

Clan Cunningham Gathering at Slane Castle 2007
By High Commissioner and Chairman, Larry Augsbury
By popular demand our Society is planning another tour of Cunningham sites, next May 2007 in Ireland. After two consecutive Tours and Gatherings, 2003 and 2004, taking place in the month of November, although we thoroughly enjoyed the fine late fall Scottish weather, we thought a visit to the Emerald Isle in full Spring blossom would be a pleasant change. Since my last visit to Ireland in June of 1990, I have always intended to return and explore Cunningham Irish connections, and the mild spring weather is the ideal season for such a visit.

With the assistance of Director, Sheryl Cunningham, and Commissioner, Valerie Cunningham, we have identified several prospective places to visit. We plan to spend a full day at Slane Castle with a Clan Cunningham Gathering planned.

We shall also visit Springhill House near Belfast originally settled by William Conyngham in 1680. This plantation house has been preserved with the artifacts from 300 years of Conyngham family residence there. In 1957 Captain William Lenox-Conyngham left it to the National Trust.

A visit to Waterford and the world renown crystal factory, by popular demand, is on the initial itinerary, along with a visit to Dublin and Trinity College there, home of the Book of Kells.

Other possible visits under consideration include Ulster destinations, Donegal: home of Cooley Castle, Castle Cunninghame, Newtown Cunningham and Manor Cunningham, as well as the Rock of Cashal, a stronghold for the kings of Ireland.

The tour will last 5 or 6 days and will be contingent on the receipt by CCSA, by the deadline of 12/15/07, of a $500.00 deposit from a minimum of 12 participants. If that minimum is not reached, the tour will be cancelled and all deposits will be returned in full. When the minimum is reached, the itinerary (with the input of the participants) and price will be finalized and distributed to the participants, and published by the latest date of 1/15/07 where after the full balance is due by 1/31/07; unless the itinerary or the price is not acceptable to any of those who sent in their deposit, in which case the deposit shall be refunded in full if requested by 1/31/07. After 1/31/07, the $500.00 deposit is non-refundable. Any reservations made or payments received after January 31, 2007 shall incur a 5% surcharge to cover the expense of changes in accommodation and transportation arrangements.

This tour is being planned with a mixture of sites and activities to satisfy a diversity of interests. It will take advantage of the full-color spectrum of Ireland's mid Spring palette. We welcome your input, experiences, suggestions and requests as we finalize our itinerary. After all, its your tour! We are planning to book into one central hotel, so no mid-tour packing and unpacking will be necessary. We will rent vans with myself and Valerie Cunningham and/or other CCSA officers or volunteers as drivers. I will guide the tour, as I have done in 2003 and 2004. If you did not receive our January and April 2005 newsletters, and would like to read all about our tour of France and Scotland from 2004 and see the gallery of accompanying photographs, you can read it on this Clan Cunningham website. Just click on the page links.
As with our previous tours in 2003 and 2004, airfare and airline reservations will not be included in the tour price.
Please send all enquiries to query@clancunningham.us
We hope that you will join us for this exciting Ireland adventure!
